Day 2 - The Old Has Gone, The New is Here!
“My life has changed since I came to know Jesus Christ.” Can you say that? No one likes to
be told his or her beliefs are wrong. So when you share your life changing experience, keep
the focus in on Jesus: Jesus is the way – not any church or religion.
Let’s look at the story of how Paul’s life was changed when he put his faith in Jesus.
Remember Paul was also called Saul. Don’t be confused by the two names.
In Acts 9: 2, why do you think Christians were called people of “the Way?”
Christians claim that faith in Jesus is the “only way” to salvation (John 14: 2). Paul was a
proud Jewish religious leader and did not want to admit that his religion was wrong.
Ananias was not convinced that Saul has become a believer in Jesus. Still in Acts 9:11, what
the Lord told Ananias was evidence that Saul has changed? He was praying.
Do you think Saul’s prayers were (a) casual or (b) Intense, crying out to God for mercy and
forgiveness?
Someone has said: “When a person becomes desperate Jesus comes near.” God humbled
Saul so that he would realize how desperately he needed Jesus. Can you share a time when
God humbled you in order to bring you close to Him?

Read Acts 9:19b-22 How would you describe the change that had occurred in Saul’s life? It
was a 180 degree turn! A radical change, right?
In 2 Corinthians 5:17, Paul described what happened to him — and to us who believe in
Christ. Not many people have a dramatic “Damascus Road experience” like Saul, but all of
us should be able to say: The old has gone, the new is here!
Go: Share your testimony with 3 other people who need to hear about Jesus.

Acts of the Apostles 9:1-22 NLT
1 Meanwhile, Saul was uttering threats with every breath and was eager to kill the Lord’s
followers. So he went to the high priest. 2 He requested letters addressed to the
synagogues in Damascus, asking for their cooperation in the arrest of any followers of the
Way he found there. He wanted to bring them—both men and women—back to Jerusalem in
chains.
3 As he was approaching Damascus on this mission, a light from heaven suddenly shone
down around him. 4 He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul! Saul! Why
are you persecuting me?”
5 “Who are you, lord?” Saul asked.
And the voice replied, “I am Jesus, the one you are persecuting! 6 Now get up and go into
the city, and you will be told what you must do.”
7 The men with Saul stood speechless, for they heard the sound of someone’s voice but
saw no one! 8 Saul picked himself up off the ground, but when he opened his eyes he was
blind. So his companions led him by the hand to Damascus. 9 He remained there blind for
three days and did not eat or drink.
10 Now there was a believer in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord spoke to him in a
vision, calling, “Ananias!”
“Yes, Lord!” he replied.
11 The Lord said, “Go over to Straight Street, to the house of Judas. When you get there,
ask for a man from Tarsus named Saul. He is praying to me right now. 12 I have shown him a
vision of a man named Ananias coming in and laying hands on him so he can see again.”
13 “But Lord,” exclaimed Ananias, “I’ve heard many people talk about the terrible things
this man has done to the believers in Jerusalem! 14 And he is authorized by the leading
priests to arrest everyone who calls upon your name.”
15 But the Lord said, “Go, for Saul is my chosen instrument to take my message to the
Gentiles and to kings, as well as to the people of Israel. 16 And I will show him how much
he must suffer for my name’s sake.”

17 So Ananias went and found Saul. He laid his hands on him and said, “Brother Saul, the
Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on the road, has sent me so that you might regain your
sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 18 Instantly something like scales fell from Saul’s
eyes, and he regained his sight. Then he got up and was baptized. 19 Afterward he ate
some food and regained his strength.
Saul in Damascus and Jerusalem
Saul stayed with the believers in Damascus for a few days. 20 And immediately he began
preaching about Jesus in the synagogues, saying, “He is indeed the Son of God!”
21 All who heard him were amazed. “Isn’t this the same man who caused such devastation
among Jesus’ followers in Jerusalem?” they asked. “And didn’t he come here to arrest them
and take them in chains to the leading priests?”
22 Saul’s preaching became more and more powerful, and the Jews in Damascus couldn’t
refute his proofs that Jesus was indeed the Messiah.

John 14:6 NLT
6 Jesus told him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one can come to the Father
except through me.

2 Corinthians 5:17 NLT
17 This means that anyone who belongs to Christ has become a new person. The old life is
gone; a new life has begun!

This reading plan can be found at https://my.bible.com/en-GB/reading-plans/721-making-your-faith-public

